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PRESIDENT'S  THOUGHTS  
Steve  Ross 

 
Wishing you Thankful and  
Happy Thanksgiving Day  

 
While working on the Predictor every month I have 

noted that the same people and the same Packards 

seem to be in every issue.  As someone said recently 

it is the "usual suspects".  This begs the question what 

are we doing wrong?  As is the tenor of the day we 

could form a committee and study the issu e to death 

and issue multiple solutions while requesting more 

data.  Bottom line I suppose is that the board is not 

putting on events that are of interest to the majority 

of our members.  There are probably lo st of reasons such as t oo far to drive, wrong 

t ime of day, too expensive, no interest, or the one I like best -- people just join to get 

the Predictor.  I have a lot of fun at our functions and sincerely wish more of our 

dues paying members could join us.   After all we are spending your money!   

        

Thanks to Karl we have a membership of 66 (as of today) with 3 new members.  We 

welcome Carl Phipps and his 1953 Sedan, Clay Johnson and his 1949 Standard 8 

and Vicki Zeiger and her 1936 V -12.  We are looking forward to meeting these new 

members and viewi ng their Packards.  

  

The Rosses, Woolsey s, Marjo 

Miller and Tim Pestotnik made the 

pilgrimage to Hershey and it was 

mind boggling to say the least!  

Nine thousand  vendors were there 

and I estimate the car corral had 

at least 500 cars.  I suppose one 

could see it all in 3 days but not 

me.  I believe Jim Woolsey and 

Tim P estotnik may have seen it 

all.  Tim scored on so me 

important items for his 1934 

Convertible Coupe .  There will be 

an article on Hershey in future 

Predictors .    

 

A Golden Goddess of Speed . Gold plated or painted?  It did not look painted to 

me so I say gold plated.  It certainly caught one's eye.     We hope to see as many 

of our club members and their Packard as possible at the Leo Cabrillo Ranch Wash 

and Shine Show.  The City of Carlsbad is sponsoring this   event (see page 3).  Our 

Christmas party is just around the corner and you do not want to miss that (page 

10)!  
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Palm Sprngs Fall Tour                     

S. Ross 

 

 
 

 
Circa 1936??  A gentleman is getting something out of the Packard, perhaps his gin?   

 
                                                                                

Palm Springs and the Packard Club seem 
to mix with each other quite well based 

solely on our two visits to that city in the 
past three years.  We returned the 

weekend of Octobe r 23 staying in one of 
the cityôs older buildings built in 1927 and 
occupied in 1929.  Today the hotel is called 

the Triada which has several meanings one 
being thirsty and another is having a bite 

to eat.    The name fits in either case.   The 
building beg an as a private residence then 
was an apartment hotel before being 

remodeled recently as a hotel.  Now wa sn't 
that interesting?   It was  very nice and was 

befitting of the Packard clientele.  
 
Photo taken in 2015 of  a 1934 Packard Roadster and a 1935 V - 12 Limo belonging to Tim Pestotnik 

and Jim Woolsey respectively.  These two Packards added to the beauty of the hotel  significantly.  

These display the range of Packard models from the playboy convertible to the successful busniess 

man who was chauffeured  abo ut.          
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Our Hospitality Suite  

  Arriving at the hotel we 

were greeted by our host 

Richard Schauer assisted by 

his lovely wife Karen who 

had prepared homemade 

chocolate chip cookies and 

brownies.   There soft drinks 

as well as adult beverages.   

Gourmet cheese, crackers 

and a plethora of goodies 

were also available   

   

 

 

By early evening everyone had arrived and checked in and the decision had to be 

made as to where to go for dinner.   Since the automobiles were put to bed for the 

evening , we selected the El Mirasol at Los Arboles -  a ha lf block down from the hotel. 

Friday night is a busy night in Palm Springs so service was a bit slow.  Our group 

occupied 5 or 6 tables.  Margaritas were excellent so all was well.  

 

Kathy Santy,  Paul Santy, Scott 

Napora, and Taba Campana  

 

Karen getting  

more goodies  

 

 

Kathy, Paul, Scott Tana Campana, Richard 

Schauer and Michael Campana making a   

point or singing ?                        

 

Karl and Peggy Ramsing  

As one can 

determine from the 

photos at El Mirasol   

it would indicate that 

these people are 

having a good time.  

There was no singing    

to my knowledge 

however, it was                         

noisy.  

 

 

Nelly Andriano, Paul & Kathy Santy , Karl &  Peggy Ramsing,                                                                                    

 

 

 

Nelly Andriano, Ron  Steffey, Katherine  

Woolsey and Chris, Tim's  Nephew  
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The rotunda in the lobby was provided for our hospitality suite which made it very convenient for our gathering 

place.  Frank Sinatra was our featured  singer provided by Richard and Karen . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Santy and Kar l Ramsing   Scott Napora, Peggy Ramsing, Kristine Napora .  

 

     The handsome Poodle came with Scott and Kristine.  Our pets were welcome at the hotel  and  there were 

several there that  seemed to be enjoying themselves  

 

L to R Ron Steffey, Karl and Peggy Ramsing,  

Kathy Santy, Scott Napora, Tana and Mike 

Campana, Karen Schauer and Carol Ross  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arising not so bright and early Saturday morning we met for   

breakfast in the Ilumi nara Restaurant and ma de plans for the day.  

The breakfast offering was excellent.  For those who did not want the 

traditional breakfast of eggs , meat etc, this delicious yogurt fruit and 

granola dish was offered.   

 

 

 

  

The group scattered to the four winds for the day.  Some went hiking, 

rode the tram up the mountain .  Ron, Nelly , Carol and I went looking at vintage cars for sale in Palm Springs.  

There was also a bit of ladies shopping involved.   Leo DiCaprio was spotted at a vintage furniture store but 

he was not very talkative.  

 

    Michael, Tana and Karen  checking out the tram before going 

up the mountain to an elevation of over 8600 feet where the 

temperature dropped from the high nineties to the sixties.  

 

The vintage cars we looked at were a bi t overpriced and some 

were not in very good shape.  All were worthy of close inspection  

before making an offer.  No Packards were  seen.  There was a 

1930 Pierce -Arrow Roadster and several T -Birds -  both original 

ones a nd the new version .   
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Everyone returned to the hospitality suite around five and 

began preparation for dinner.  Reservations had been made for 

dinner at Melvyn's at the Ingleside Inn.  The Ingleside Inn is a 

famous landmark in Palm Springs.  It was once the private home  

of  Humphrey Birg e, manufacturer of the Pierce -Arrow  Motorcar.  

It was built in 1925 and sold in 1938 when the home was 

converted to a twenty room hotel.  For the next thirty years it 

was an exclusive private club whose gu ests came by invitation 

only.  During the golden days of Hollywood it was the in place  

for stars and still is for that matter.   

 

                                                                                      

Arriving at Melvyn's we  were  informed that it was valet parking 

only and everyone was anxious to see how the young men handled  the V -12 Packard.  Mr. Woolsey was very 

patient and helpful.  The spaces were tight for a modern car but very snug for this Packard Limo.   

 

   Jim giving final instructions to the driver  

  

Making our grand 

entrance to Melvyn's.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

 

 

 

                                                                                         

Ron Steffey, Nelly  

Andriano Mike and Tana 

Campana, Karen and 

Richard Schauer 

(peeking around the                     

corner)  

 

 

 

                      

 Kathy and Paul  Santy  Richard had us play a game giving everyone the 

opportunity to win a prize if we had certain items on 

our person such as a bobby pin, a program to the 

2001 World Series (not really but  seemed that 

hard).  Surprisingly someone had one  of  the se "off 

best items".  I am being critical since I had none of 

the items  required to win .  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierce-Arrow

