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PRESIDENT 'S THOUGHTS Y omober o014

Backintheday ,a young man with a/| INTHISISSUE:

a better shot at the girls than one who did not have Presidentos

a cool ca r, or so it seemed . The one fact | am sure Balboa Park PICNIC. ...
. v ) - Coronado Speed Festival

ofis: Dadds 16dto -BHoor Ford -O-Matic was Cool Classic Car Sh o wé.....é 6

not i n the cool car category. The stock muffler only '\S/'tC N eft'h |B ttB élantC h To g r
' : . f ory o e botl's DOot........coeuvvenns
|
made matters worse! A '41 Ford with dual Smit hy's Legacy Meet in Warren Ohio...... 10

was considered cool. For the benefit of our younger 2015 Lincoln Highway Tour......... 13
readers Smithy 's were steel packed muffler s and | 2014 Calendar of
were totally illegal in every town in North Missouri

and lowa . Hubcaps went a long way in making a car Members of the Board of
cool. Spinners, fake wire wheels and Moons were a Directors, Officers, and
necessity. The odds o f them being stolen were 100 Committee Chairs of the San

Diego Region of Packards

to 1._ Insurance companies had special clauses International Motor Car Club:
applying to hub caps. There were numerous shops
specializing in  used hub caps and they did a thriving E;@fideg:' Tfeélsuref& Newsletter
. . 1tor: eve ROoss
business selling your hubcaps back to you. (619) 508-3925
inewsx@sbcglobal.net
Below we have the  Moon, the spinne r, and the wire wheel. Vice President: Ron Steffey

ccaptron@aol.com

Secretary & Historian: Brian Wagner
wagnerindy@sbcglobal.net

Membership Chair: Karl Ramsing
(760) 726-595
kpramsing@sbcglobal.net

Full Wheel Baby Moon Hub Cap s
Classy Chevy USA

Projects Chair: Paul Santy
. (760) 434-2503
i pjsanty@sbcglobal.net

To the left is an ad from the April 1951 issue of Tours Chair: Richard Schauer
Motor Trend M agazine for th e Smithy' s Mufflers. (760) 740-9188
s packard1934@sbcglobal.net
They were always referred to as Smitties where |
came from. | am not s ure but | believe you could Webmaster and Newsletter Publisher:

\ ,M = . . . Mark Burnside
“ﬁ’\/% also get glass packed Smitties. The selling points on (619) 322-9340
INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL « b the a d usually fell on Father 's deaf ears. The deep markburnside@cox.net
; CUSTOM BUILT MUFFLERS | . .
" f mellow tone was reall  yloud! Mellow, well maybe. National Website-
Originators and Still Leaders Since 1920 ® Custom Built www.PackardslInternational.com
Steel Packed # Straight Thru Type  Deep Tone- . i -
M"'”l::,'l;:ﬂ.:::lf".’i;,‘:if:Pm’ This same issue of Motor T.rand also talks ab out SD Region Website:
work be ing done on the atomic powered car at the www.PackardSanDiego.com
Factory Midwes! Warehouse University of Michiga n! It was called the "Phoenix
et Naud s Seanin meadwey | Project”. Now that would be Kool !
Los Angeles 12, Calif. Chicago 40, llinois
Oh, and white walls were a requirement. Those that could not afford whi  tewalls
could buy a round white rubber ring that attached to the rim to provide fake
white walls. Not so cool but would pass. Lowered was just
about over the top for cool. Lower ing was accomplishe d

by modifying the suspension. Fender ski rts were a must.
| f the car wa,sgkiéts wolldoge @ lorgdway to
achieve coolness. Dads would usually go along with fender
skirts and some even allo wed glass packs within reason.

| was never sure what  was reasonable. One could equate it
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http://www.packardsinternational.com/
http://www.packardsandiego.com/

to t he definition of pornography : Y ou will know it when you hear it. Then there were the guys whose
families were less financially challenged than others who were driving ‘54, '55, or '56 Fords and Chevies that
were n ot four door sedans. The absolute acme of cool was a' 56 Oldsmobile R ocket 88. There were even
songs written about that car. The most ego downing event that could happen to a young man with
hormones screaming was for a girl to be driving one of these ca rs. What was one to do? How would you
even go about approaching her? Well you didnot.

These are the cars that my buddies drove back in the day

53 Mercury, ski rts, Moons and lowered 51 Ford , not my Dad's car!

55 Chevy Bel Air

Today we see the cool guys HAbuzzincg
in a small car with a modified exhaust system and riding

about 2 inches off the ground. So it appears that fixing the

exhaust system and suspension are still the way to go in cool.
Doyoucarguys of fit h ethind that i cool or just stupid?

I think I know  your answer . The car on the leftis a Honda

I have always wondered and just maybe a lady reading this
will answer the question; did a guy with a cool car really have
a better chance of getting to know you? Did the car make
theguy any cooler? Then perhaps | dondét rea
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the answer. It would be devastating to learn that us cool guys were just impressing each other or worse
yet ourselves!

Spoilers are pretty much a requirement these days as demonstrated by this
Mazda .

Below ar e some Kool Kars that never came to be, or did they?

Le Atomic powered automobiles. Both Ford and Packard were
involved in this project

Seventeen
dnril 1051

The Petersen Museum has a protoype of the ato mic powered car without reactor of course wh ich they claim
was bulit by Packard. E vidently the atomic powered car did not work out and | can think of several reasons
why it might not have.

A

NOTED otomic scientist admits that atomic car
could be built today, although “it would be
around 20 by 40 ft. in size and weigh many
tons. It would have to incorporate very elabo-
rate devices to shield the occupants from otemic
rediation “ The car could look lika this

Below is the Studebaker -Packard entry into the atomic powered automobile

'“57 STUDEBAKER -PACKARD

ASTRAL

This full-size mockup was constructed to suggest how
an atomic-powered vehicle might be packaged if the
technology existed to build it. A gyroscopic balancing
mechanism was to have enabled it to rest on one
centrally located wheel although it would also have

been able to hover at low altitudes over land or water.
A “protective curtain of energy” around the vehicle
would have reportedly made collisions impossible.
Since the capability to manufacture a small nuclear
reactor did not exist at the time, very few full-size
“atomic-powered” vehicles reached even the mockup
stage and none were ever actually fitted with a nuclear

r 2014




Packards in the Park

Richard Schauer

When two Packard cars meet it could be an accident, or a coincidence. When 3 or more meet it is

an event! This year6s Balboa Park picnic, arranged
once again perfect. Actually it w2013 gudf mir hlackibvaded t h a
California and was pounding our mountain a reas with lightning and thunder storms, threatening

coastal areas as well. A nice crowd gathered at the park in spite of this, though | chickened out

and did not drive the Packard. Bl ack clouds were visi  ble in the east and thunder could clearly be

heard. Not so this year. We enjoyed a cool morning with coastal clouds burning off to a perfect

day, with gentle on -shore breezes. The south end of the park was extremely busy, with some

sort of fair going on nearby. That resulted in lots of spectators coming over to admire our cars,

strike poses, snap photos, and wal k away with a hear
leisurely on blankets and lawn chairs in the shade of a tree and caught up on all manner of news

items, but easily avoiding such distasteful topics as Iraq and the IRS. How often at any of our

tours do we have such an opportunity, to discuss our cars (most importantly), the weather, the

grandkids, and the price of tea in China? Not often. Tours nearly always mean constant motion,

mixing, and luncheons with large crowds where you get to talk with precious few people and even

then not for very long. Not so Saturday. It was thoroughly enjoyable to sit, relax, watch

air planes on their overhead approach to Lindbergh Field, and not feel rushed.

Attendees included Ralph and Connie McNeil, who drove downhill to the coast in their stunning

1927 phaeton (I never get enough of seeing that car). Jim and Catherine Woolsey gli ded in
behind the wheel of their ever beautiful 635 | i mo. (
1949 station sedan, and Richard and Karen Schauer br
the trip in fine fashion. My confidence in the car increase s with each event, now the fuel system

problems are solved. Thank you Mike Adams!!!

So, again thank you Scott and Kris for another nice day to sit on the grass, shoot the breeze ,
laugh, share some great food (wonderful brownies)(no, no, not THAT kind of brownie), enjoying a
fine, lazy Saturday in the park.
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2014 CORONADO SPHEED FESI'IVAL

by Steve Ross
Turn into the straight awayin front of the grand stand

PR

Where: North Island Naval Air station
When: September 20 and 21, 2014
Time: 0800 to dusk. Racdng all day both days.
Admission: $25.00 for one day or $35.00 for weekend if purchased in advance
$35.00 and $ 45.00 for same tickets if purchased at the gate.

There is also acar show which has some very nice automobiles to admire. You mayenter your
Packard if so desired.

Racing seres will consist of nine races hdd on eight high-profile race weekends and is the entry level
of production car-based competition in SGCA Pro Radng. This is one of the few opportunities to see
professional drivers driving race cars of all types in a race up close and personal. You can go into the pits
talk to the pit crew and the drivers. Many of the cars and drivers were at the Laguna Seca track in
August during the Pebble Beach Week. Go to this website for all the details, www.coronadospeedfest.com.

| am asking for Caral Passes which gets you into the track parking area. Please let me know if you
want a pass. If we can get enough Packards we will have our own corral! Three ormore should do it.

Contact Steve Ross ASAP if you want a Corral Pass. inewsx@sbhcglobal.net
619-5089-392
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6th annual COOL CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Sponsored by the Studebaker Drivers  Club
September 27,2014

The Studebaker Drivers Club of San Diego is sponsoring a car show at the Spanish Landing West,
off Harbor Driv. e and the show is open to Packards, Pierce -Arrows, Rocknes, EMFs and Erskines
only. Or club has attended this event in the past and it was a very nice show and a lot of fun.
The Packard club folks won several awards as well a t the raffle which amounted to over $200.00
as | recall.
The schedule of events are : 8:00 - 9:00 Registration and photos (coffee and pastries available)

9:30 - 1:.00 Peoples ' Choice judging, Raffles, 50/50 drawing

11:00 -1:30 Daytona Diner open for lunch

2:00 -3:00 Awards ceremony

3:00 Show concludes
Registration fee is $20.00 and $25.00 after 9/15/2014. The proceeds go to the

Homefront San Diego, a local military assistance charity ran by volunteers and ALL
donations go to those in need. Logo mugs will be given to the first 50 registrants.

Name:
Last First Phone
Addres s:
Street City Zip
Club Affiliation:
Car:
Year Make Model
Email:
For more information Contact Mail completed registration to:
Bob Halagren 61:251-5638 Bob Buchaklian
bobhalgren@hotmail.com 5055 Walter Ave
or go to http://www.studebakersandiego.com San Diego, CA 92120

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SANDIEGO CHAPTER SDC
Liability release:  All entrants and participants hereby release and discharge the San Diego Chapter of the StudelmiulDand
the Portof San Diego from any known or unknown damages, injuries or claims that may occur on the way to, during the event
leaving the Cool classic Car Show.

MUST BE SIGNED

Date: Signature:
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McNell Ranch and Garage Tour
October 11, 2014

Wl

Many members will remember the last time the club toured to the ranch of Ralph and Connie
McNeil. We had a ball. Back by popular demand is the second tour of the McNeil ranch and
garage.

Please save the date, Saturday October 11, 2014 . Aflier wills oon follow.

Here is the plan: North County members will meet and caravan down to the ranch. Members who

live in the city are encouraged to group together for the drive. Maps will be provided. Meeting
time at Ralph and Conni eb6s 00caus & charxe for the caes toecdol ahdor 1 0 :
visiting time will follow along with a possible side trip to the historic Bradford Ranch, where we will

be given a tour. Lunch will follow back at the McNeil ranch. An RSVP is requested for people who
wish to pa rticipate, so we can get an idea how much food to prepare. Ralph has a wonderful
garage packed with interesting cars, all with stories. If we get lucky there may be rides in some
very special automobiles!

So, please save the date and look for the flie r soon.

Richard Schauer, tour director
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Il n our ongoing series of fAWhere Would Western Ciyv
Please find below our in -depth | ook at the | onely, yet ubi gt
Brian Wagne r
Dr. Elbert Dysart Botts was born in rural Missouri in 1893 and showed an early

interest in the natural sciences. He became a chemical engineer, and was an
assistant professor at San Jose State University when he heard the siren call of

the California Department of Transportation to head up their research division,
Transl ab. He spent the 195006s as chief of
With the postwar economic boom, car accidents in California rapidly increased,
especially cars drifting out of their lanes. Painted lines quickly aged in the
California sun and were not very visible at night and even more so when the

roads were wet. His initial research was on developing paints that would last longer and also

remain visible in poor light conditions. He had worked for a paint company for three years before
he became a professor. Dr. Botts fooled around with putting glass beads in the paint to improve

visibility and reflectivity, but was unable to make the paint appreciably more durable. Since

improved paint was not that answer, he switched gear s and lead the research that looked into
raised pavement markers.

He began tinkering with rounded | ane markers, finally
first ones were made of glass but there was still some trial and error to go through as orig inally

they were stuck to the pavement with nails, but the nails would come loose and before the days of

Fix-A-Flat in a can, were not a good mix with the tires of the day. With the invention of the epoxy

to secure them, a legacy was born. Another added benefit was that they 0t a
you ran over them, alerting drivers that they were drifting into another lane and giving auditory

reminders to drowsy drivers that coffee or a motel bed was a good idea. According to National

Highway Traffic Safe ty Administration studies, more than forty percent of bad accidents are

related to unintended lane change. Many a sleepy or distracted driver has been saved by Dr.

Bottsd invention.

Bottsd Dots come in plastic, cer ami cnts). dMhite prol brgberareer (v

used as center marker, wrong -way markers are red and fire hydrant markers are blue. On most
multi -lane freeways, Caltrans uses four white dots in a row, interspersed every forty -eight feet
with a reflective square, along with pa inted lines to delineate lanes.

-

As good as the epoxy is this that anchors them to the road, it is no match for a snow plow, so the

dots are used mainly in the snow -free areas of California, Nevada, Arizona, Hawaii, Alabama,

Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oregon, Washington and Texas. They do take summer vacations in

northern states and are used in summer months for temporary markings in construction zones.

I n Washington and Oregon, they are called Aturtles. o
border, but perhaps too much rain dulls having fun with words. They are also world travelers and
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are used in Australia, New Zealand, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman
and Sudan. Good to see BoladoiagtheibhittospreachddmoGacy asound the
world.

But anyway, the epoxy was perfected and the first ones were installed on Interstate 80 around

Fairfield and Highway 99 around Fresno. In September of 1966, the California Legislature

mandated that Bottsd Dots be used hifjhovays ih ron e-snavdall &réas g s ¢
Today, there are more than twenty -five million Botts' Dots in Califor
last up to ten years on some stretches of highway. Unfortunately, Elbert Botts did not live to see

his invention become  wide spread as he passed away in 1962 at the age of 69. If Dr. Botts were

alive today, he would probably make an App out of his Dot, sell it for three or four billion and buy

car s, boat s, and houses to his heartds c o mayaltiastfar hisAl as
invention. But he has saved untold number of lives. A recent article noted that our lifespan has

doubled in the past 150 years. It went on to list ten contributors to this accomplishment and

Bottsdé Dots made t he | ifosachemistNihta fuany bamelfroin Bligsauci.y
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PAC National Meet in Warren, Ohio

Through the looking glass of a 1912 Packard Model 18 Landaulet. Eerie isn'tit?

The photos tell the story on this stunning Packard
Landaulet. It has been restored to its original glory by the
owner, Howard Schaevitz. It started right up and sounded
nice as the owner drove away to get the out of the rain. It
was raining most of the day for the car show but spirits
were not dampened. The history on this Packard must be
quite a story

Not as nice as the Landaulet but with some work it has
potential! It could use the Luster-Seal Beauty treatment
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